
LETTERPRESS

PRINTING 

Learn the basics of this more than 550.year-old ,_,;, and c:aft 

from steve Robison, an enerienced lellerpms prinler , 

and make your own piece' 

Workshops are offered the I Timl': 11 AM· 4 PM 

following Snturda.ys through Cost: t25for 

2025. Join us as many times ns nonmember 

ut\11'rl like to refine your skills! $20 for members 
___ ....__ 
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Trail head: 

Where we started 

Travel Nevada and three Destination Marketing 

Organizations: Visit Carson Valley, Visit Carson 

City and Virginia City Tourism Commission 

proposed to make a cultural corridor 

connecting this 16 mile destination region 

through Art History and Culture! 

KEY OBJECTIVES: 

• Regional collaboration

• Bring together the assets of each

destination for an integrated, branded

and thereby elevated visitor experience

• Focus on cultural heritage, storytelling,

and community-driven tourism.

10. 20260309 CC CTA Agenda Report - Dust & Wonder Trail presentation Page 2 of 20



3D Steering
Committee

• BETTER DESTI NAfl DNS • NICHOLS TOUIRISM GROUP • SNG CDNSULTI N6 

This plan was led by Travel 

Nevada and developed in 

collaboration with leaders 

of the Cultural Corridor's 

three destination marketing 

organizations (DMOs) - Visit 

Carson City, Virginia City 

Tourism Commission, and 

,, Visit 

Carson Valley. DMO 

leadership 

recruited a 3D Steering 

Committee representing 

artists, museums, galleries, 

.. the business community, 

nonprofits, and government 

ju r is dictions. 
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• 75% of respondents were interested in overnighting in places other than
Las Vegas or Reno-Tahoe if the destination offered activities or
experiences they enjoyed

• Respondents were most motivated to choose a destination because:
o "It's a beautiful place" (77.3%)
o "It offers a unique experience I've never had before" (64.4%)
o ''I like to travel to smaller, more remote places" (54.5%).

• Respondents described themselves as:
o Road Trippers (72%)
o Nature Lovers (64%)
o Cultural Travelers (54%)
o ***The Cultural Corridor has potential to attract all three segments.
0 

• In addition to ARTS, HISTORY AND CULTURE the Cultural Corridor offers
many activities respondents love about their Nevada trips:

o Scenic road trips
o Hiking, Rockhounding
o Photography
o Wildlife viewing
o Hot springs
o Guided outdoor experiences, and more

..... 
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Other ideas shared during public forums, included: 

• Experiences throughout the Corridor

should be authentic, rather than

manufactured.

�eoi • The Corridor's creative economy should 

incorporate writers, artisans, culinary, 

and makers as well as fine artists and 

performing artists from throughout the 

region. 

• • • Visitors could be connected with the

region's experiences through a passport.

• Visitors to Reno and Lake Tahoe could be

attracted as day trippers.

• It is vital to represent Washoe and other

tribal culture and art in the Corridor.
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Trailhead: Develop Nonprofit Organization 
DUST & WONDER TRAIL: www.dustandwonder.org 

MISSION: 

The Dust and Wonder Trail connects 

communities through art, history, and 

culture, creating a cultural corridor 

between Carson Valley, Carson City, 

Silver City and Virginia City. We build 

collaborations between artists, 

makers, culture and history bearers, 

within our destinations to co-create 

diverse experiences for curious 

travelers. 
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DUST & WONDER TRAIL 

VISION: 

The Dust and Wonder Trail will promote 

economic growth, community 

engagement, educational 

opportunities, and the revitalization of 

our rural communities. Through 

thoughtful planning and collaboration, 

we will create opportunities along the 

trail where artists and cultural 

organizations showcase their stories 

and traditions, attracting visitors to this 

region as a travel destination for arts 

and culture experiences. 
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DUST & WONDER TRAIL 

VALUES: 

• The Dust and Wonder Trail values

local community development and

regional economic growth through an

engaged process with resident

creatives, history and culture bearers

and our visitors.

• We believe heritage, culture and the

creative economy are central to

creating a welcoming environment

for a diverse demographic.

• We build collaboration through

inclusive community engagement,

cultural representation and

accessibility.
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Trail Marker 1: Branding & Infrastructure with Estipona Group 

Building the Brand: 

DUST & WONDER TRAIL 

o DUST: Movement along the trail ...

o WONDER:

■ Curious travelers

■ Discovery of Art, History, Culture

■ Incredible landscapes and nature here!

o TRAIL: Connectivity between the communities and

destinations****

• Our Logo

o Representing Art, History & Culture

o Emphasizing connectivity & movement between

multiple distinct, but unique communities

o Staying simple with logo, allowing for future art

integration
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Creating the Digital 
Experience with Estipona 
Group 

BUILDING THE PLATFORM: 

SUPPORTING Arts & Culture: 

o Wayfinding for Corridor: Arts, Culture,

History specific venues, experiences

and individuals

o Member events showcased through

map

o Collaborating with Nevada Arts Council

to connect artists to resources

ENGAGING VISITORS: 

o Creating access to unique, intimate and

lesser known arts & culture places &

spaces

o Curating specific Art + History+ Culture

passes and experiences

Working with our DMO partners, to 

collaborate, integrate and not replicate! 
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Trail Marker 2: 

Public Art & 
Wayfinding 

. Public Art 
Infrastructure 

[Fall 2025-Winter 2026] 
• Design ideas in process
• Gathering partners
• Doing due diligence
• RFP's out Winter 2025

• Wayfinding:
[Spring-Summer 2026] 

• Integrated into public art
design

• Staking the trail through
public art and storytelling

• Connected with digital
platform
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Trail Marker 3: Community Engagement & Collaboration

MEETINGS, RESEARCH, TOWN HALLS: 

FALL & WINTER 2025 

Executive Director meetings with local organizations, 

artists and partner DMO's throughout the Corridor 

TOWN HALLS: 

ED & Regional leads invite Stakeholders and community 

members to: 

. • Revisit the roadmap 

• Share updates on our progress

• Hear stakeholder input & needs
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Building the Art, History & Culture trail: 
with Visual, Literary, Performing Artists, History 
Bearers, Makers, Craftspeople & our Tourism 
artners 

What do you/we need? 

Wayfinding for Artists & 
Art, History, Culture Spaces! 

Publicizing Art-History-Culture 
EVENTS 

Highlight, not replicate! 

• Community Artist gatherings
• Expanding existing community events

into D&WT- corridor wide events
• Create a unique Dust and Wonder,

corridor wide Art Experience
• Pop up events & markets

KNOWLEDGE & CAPACITY BUILDING:

• Intergenerational Collaboration,
Education & Leadership

• Skill building
. • Resource sharing 

• Collaborative events (quality v. quantity)

Makers Spaces! 
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Building the Arts & Cultur!=! trail:
with Visual, Literary, Performing 
Artists, History bearers, Makers 
Craftspeople & our Tourism partners 

DUST AND WONDER TRAIL 
Curated Tourist Experience Ideas: 

Integration of Artisans, Makers, 
Culinary & Outdoor adv�nture within 

itineraries & experiences 

Local Artists & Makers Festival 

Intergenerational Experiences 

Educational experiences 
ie: 

Family adventures 
Nature & Art lovers escape 

Indigenous Art Trail 
Western Art frontier pass 

Curated tour itineraries, 
ie: 

Museum & History tour 

1, 3, or 5 day itineraries 
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Trail Marker 4: Funding & Sustainabi'ity 

• Grant Opportunities: seeking Foundation, Corporate and
Governmer-it grant support; Working with NAC, OFA, (Governor's
Office of Federal Assistance), GOED, Legislators,

• Collaborative Programming & Fundraising with art, history,
culture partners!

• The Dust and Wonder Trail platform
o Membership fees
o Online donations
o Donor cultivation
o DMO collaborations in funding & co-marketing

• Unveiling & fundraising events: Summer & Fall 2026
o Launching our plaform!
0 Unveiling Public Art Infrastructure
° Fund raising our operating budget through event

sponsorships, memberships, donations
0 

• Public-Private Partnerships
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