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March 2026

New Artist, BAC Satellite Gallery

Nevada State Museum — This is US

Stewart Indian School - Basketry: Resilience,
Beauty, and Ingenuity of the Great Basin
Travel Nevada: Media Mission - Atlanta

Dust & Wonder Trail Public Art Update
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Brittany Sundheim

My journey led me from exploring my passion for
ceramics at SCAD to studying under renowned
artists at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia
and then receiving my Master’s degree at the
University of New Mexico. | immersed myself in the
beauty of nature, crafting pieces inspired by the
intricate forms of plants and microscopic
organisms. My work evolved into a series that
reflects the delicate connections between all living
things, demonstrating how even the smallest life
forms play a vital role in our ecosystem.

Together, these narratives inhabit the work.
Surfaces suggest shelter and scar, growth and
rupture, memory held within form. By aligning
biological evolution with cultural survival, the work
asks how life — human and nonhuman — adapts,
remembers, and continues.
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e
This is US commemorates the 10% anniversary of the GBNA

Great Basin Native Artists is a collective of Indigenous
artists from the Great Basin region. The collective
provides exhibition opportunities, cultural arts
education, professional workshops, online visibility,
and community forums—ensuring the voices, stories,
and creations of the peoples of the Great Basin are
seen, celebrated, and preserved.

The exhibition brings together the voices and visions
of Native artists from the Great Basin—a vast,

culturally rich area spanning Nevada, California,
Southern Oregon, Southern Idaho, and Utah.
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Basketry: Resilience, Beauty, and Ingenuity of the Great Basin

* A new exhibition by Education Director Melanie Smokey,
this showcase highlights the enduring tradition and cultural
significance of basket weaving among Great Basin tribal
nations. Runs through June 30, 2026.

» The exhibit highlights baskets as both artistic, intricate, and
functional, showcasing their role in gathering, cooking, and
storytelling.

* It emphasizes that these, traditions are still active and
essential to Great Basin peoples today, not just in the past.

* The display features works from contemporary weavers,
such as Loretta Burden, and promotes healing through
traditional arts.

11d. 20260309 CC CTA Agenda Report - Arts & Culture Presentation Page 5 of 9



Travel Nevada: Media Mission - Atlanta

* Representatives from Travel Nevada and partners from around the
state traveled to Atlanta, GA for a media mission on February 25.

» Over 30 journalists, editors, and content creators gathered at the
historic, late 19t century Trolley Barn in the Inman Park
neighborhood. This venue was the perfect location for a vibrant and
authentic presentation of Nevada's wide appeal for travelers looking
for something a little bit out there.

» Visit Carson City was asked to have a booth dedicated to arts &
culture, both for Carson City and northern Nevada. Attendees were
fascinated to hear about Nevada’'s mural highway and how public art
has transformed rural downtowns.

* The Dust & Wonder Trail was another hot topic of conversation. The
railroad and wild west history of our region is a draw for all ages and
a wide demographic. DRIVEN, the world’s tallest railroad spike, is a
sight everyone wants to see once it's installed later this year.
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Dust & Wonder Trail Public Art Update

* Reno based artist, Jeff Schomberg, has begun fabricating the nine interpretive railroad spike sculptures
for installation in Carson City. He was also chosen by the public art committee to fabricate nine that
will be placed in Virginia City, Gold Hill, and Silver City. Another nine will be spread through
Gardnerville, Minden, and Genoa.

» Carson based artist, Seth Johnson, was selected to create three 12’ interpretive railroad spike
sculptures for placement at the Virginia City Depot, Eastgate Depot, and Minden Mill.

* We are tremendously excited to announce that Seth Johnson will also be the lead artist for the world’s
tallest railroad spike fabrication. DRIVEN, The 69’ tall sculpture will be an international draw and the
hub of the Dust Wonder Trail.

* We submitted a full proposal for DRIVEN to be included as an Honorarium project for Burning Man
2026. We are waiting for more news and will have an update at the April meeting.

* Placement of DRIVEN will be in Carson City, with talks still going on for that location.
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THANKYOU
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